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Baltic Republics on Edge of Soviet Volcano Remain Calm

Latvia, Esthonia, Lithuania, Finland and Poland in State of Tension
Over Situation With Red Troops on Border but Unable to Help
Themselves, and With Many Within Favering Bolshe-
vism Literally Between the Devil and the Deep Sea

PESSIMISM as to the future predomi-
nates in the graphic pen picture of
the future of the five little Baltic repub-
lics drawn by Capt. Francis McCullagh,
THE NEW YORK HERALD'S corre-
spondent, investigating the political situa-
tion in eastern Europe. Overshadowing
Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Esthonia and
Finland is the Red menace of Bolshevism.
Not only are the borders of those places
fringed by Lenine's trpops, but within the
countries themselves are strong Soviet
sympathizers. When the volcano may
break forth and overwhelm them Capt.
McCullagh does not venture to.say—that
it may be at any moment is certain from
his observations. With all the world look-

‘ing for permanent peace the situation is

dark indeed.
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HE present series ot articles which 1

am writing for Tug Negw Ydux Hen-

ALp deal with all the new republics

which have been formed out of the wreck ol

Russia. So far I have only written of Lat-

via and Lithuania, but I shall soon deal
with Esthonia, Finland and Poland.

The republi¢ in the Far East need not be
considered at all, as it is only upheld by
Japan and will become Bolshevist the mo-
ment the Mikado withdraws his protecting
hand. Georgia may also be left out of ac-
count, for it is completely®at the mercy of
the Reds; all its sister republics have dis-
appeared, and Its own downfall is expected
daily. There only remain, therefore, the
little States of which I have spoken, and
the future of them all is enveloped in such
obscurity that a study of their present con-
dition is one of the greatest fascination.

I am visiting every one of them for THe
New Yorg Herarp and getting the opinions
of their leading men on the subjget of their
own future and of Russia’'s future. I am
also collecting as many facts as possible
from independent sources. To draw on in-
dependent, and even hostile, sources is nec-
essary, for the simple reason that states-
men in office tend to be very cautious, to
indulge only in generalitles and very often
to say nothing of the fears which beset them
most. But one fear all these statesmen have
in common—a fear of Bolshevism, of the
stupendous Red republic, whose very shadow
is blighting thelr nascent prosperity, and of
the Bolshevism within their own borders,
which is an even greater danger.

Internal Enemy Leaves Its Mark
In Burned Factories and Graves

From Riga to Narva and from Narva
ncross to Viborg this internal enemy has
left its mark on all of them in the shape of
burnt buildings and ruined factories and un-
numbered graves. Thousands of bullets are
still sticking in the shop fronts of the Riga
streeta, and, owing to the difficulty of im-
porting plate glass, there are still to be seen
in hundreds of shop windows the perfora-
tions made by Bolshevik bullets. Even in
Helsingforg, rapidly as it has recovered, I
have seen In shop windows similar telltale
perforatigns temporarily closed -by small
discs of wood clamped on each side of the
glass by Iron rivets.

When it is remembored that the internal
danger in Finland, Bsthonia, Latvia and
Lithuania is lable to be exploded from with-
out at any moment by an enemy who Is
only a few days' march from the capitals
of the republies In question, it will be seen
nt once that these young States have every
reason for disquiet. They are all, in fact, on
the edge of a voleano, which may without
any warning belch forth its floods of red
fire and lava, so that the mystery is how
these new natlons manage to keep up such
an appearance of calm.

It is no use in saying that Lenine wants
peace, for his soldiers may want war and
they may disobey him, as he taught them
to disobey their old officers. It I8 no use
in saying that Russin Is excessively poor
and miserable; that very poverty Is what
makes It formidable.

Helsingfors, With All Its Gayety,
Lives Under a Constant Menace

The life and activity of Helsingfors can be
seen At 8 o'clock In the morning in the
principal hotel pf Helsingfors, as well ap-
pointed a hotel as one could find in New
York, situated on a broad and well kept
esplanade, whose well stocked shop fronts
hlazge with electric lights—for In these high
latitudes the darkness of the night has not

gone. The hells of the swift electric
cars jangle cheerfully, and the sidewalks are
full of smartly dressed clerks of both dexes
hastening to thelr work, but I know that
only a few hours' distant, not ns far as
Buffalo ia from New York clty, lies the Red
frontler, with ita trenches and barbed wire
entanglements and its hundreds of deserted
summer residencea, once occupled by bu-
renuerats and the merchant princes of
Petrograd, which city, again, In only a fow
hours' distant from that frontler.

1 have been down at Terioki and have
#oen that the bureaucrats and the merchant
princes left thelr houses so hurriedly that
thelr furniture and pictures are still there;
thut in some cases thelr overcoats and hats
wre still hanging in the vestibules. And
hetween that frontler and Petrograd the
Fifth Boviet army ls stlll massed, hungry,
shoeleas, undemobilized No, It Is no joke
nt all for n amall State of a couple of million
Inhabitants, a good many of them Red, to
havlh as a nelghbor a famished and derelict
empire of 126,000,000 souls.

The people here have, T admit, got used
to the danger, and the heads of the Govern-
ment are taking part In the festivitiesof the
winter geason just a= the members of the

Lithuaninn Government, when | was at
Kovno a ftw weels ago, were taking part In
fox hunting. DBut for all that there ls no

disguising the greatness and the propinquity
of the peril. .

1 intend in this article to glve some gen-
ernl observations about all these border
States before going Into further detail about
any one of them, It {s a subject of fascinat-
ing interest, for, so far as the American
render i8 concerned, |t deals with undiscov-
ered peoples. Tur New Yorxk HERALD once
sont Stanley to explore darkest Africa, but
there are in Furope races almost as little
known to the man In Broadway as pigmies
of the great equatorial forests, and thelr
future development around the Baltic Sea

presents as curious and puzzingg a probiem
a8 the future development of the Mediter-
ranean peoples presented at the time of
Tarqu!n.

The busy man in Wall Street, the ranch
owner in Texas, even the school teacher In
Cineinnati, have at the back of thelr brains
a sort of idea that, though about fifteen
nundred years ago the human race was
boiling like the surface of the mercurial
globe itself some half a million years back
and no one knew with what mould the dif-
ferent tribes of men would harden, the world
of men is now pretty well fixed and set,
ke the land and sea, the continents and
‘slands. the mountain ranges and the jutting
headlands.

This is an error, for though in this part
of the Old World we are all nominally Chris-
tians whose wish it Is to wear carefully
designed clothes and patent leather boots,
and to drink Haut Sauterne with our oysters
and Chateau Latour with the entrees, we
differ profoundly from the Americans inas-
much as we are still stirred deep down in
our souls by that vague migratory instinct
which produced the gredat Barbarian erup-
t'ons that accompanied the downfall of the
Roman Empire

No one can foretell the final outcome of
the present welter, what new combinations
will be formed. what new permutations will
tike place. In no place, not even in the
Pacific nor in the Mediterranean, js there
nbsolute permanence, but at three different
paints in Burope everything is in the melt-

ing pot and gigantic changes are tking
place before our eyes,
That wvast stretch of terrestrial surface

which was once known as Russia id in n
state of llquefaction, and the Muscovite race
I# tossing to and fro from the White Sea to
the Black. from the Baltic to the Pacifle,
from the frozen tundras of the Arctic to the
scorching deserts of Persia;: and no living
man can tell when these stupendous, earth-
shaking osclllations will cease and into what
forms this molten mass will temporarily
solldify—TI say “temporarily,” for hothing 1s
permanent,

Asia I leave out of account, though its two
great agglomerations of humanity are also
In a state of disturbance, SBeething with un-
rest, Indin, with ts enormous populatéon
and ite scores of different races, |8 on the
eve of great changes, and that prodigious
slice of the earth’'s surface which was once
known as the Celestial Empire i% in a state
of tull disintegration, with an armed and dis-
clplined Jagan watching It coldly, patlently,
not at all disinterestedly,

In southeastern BEurope the disappearance
of the great Ottoman Empire has created
in the Biack Bea, the MAgean and the Le-
vant a disturbance such as would be created
in the matertal world hy the submersion of &
continent through wvoleanle ngency. Who
can tell what will happen In Egypt, In Syria,
in Anatolia, in the Caucasus and through-
out that vast Mohammedan world which has
gone to pleces befors our evea? Buddhism
and Tslam, two of the greatest religlols
systems in the world, have gone under:
Christinnity  itself is questioned: a dozen
thrones have fallen in Europe, and the
Ancient Order of Kings Is In danger; while
the whole parliameéftary and capitalist sys-
tem, which made possible the predominance
of the European races, |8 belng seriously
attncked /

Officials Show General Tendency
To Close Eyes to the Eruption

And with all that I And evervwhere a
general tendency on the part of officials
nnd of elected persons to close their eyes
tn the active eruption of which they them-
selves are a part and to persunde them
selves that, so far as thelr own particular
community s concerned, n state u?.'rl'nl and
eternal permanence has been attnlned, This

tendency is strongest exactly In thase places
where the confusion (s greatest and the
mo#t enormous changes certain and Immi-
nent. For the last year 1 have spent my time

in the very heart of the uproar, and 1 found
nohody thnt he had based his
systemn of government on eternal granite as
the one man whose feet are planted In the
centre of this seismic disturbance—Viadimir
Lenine.

s convineesd

He fully admits that utter ‘chaos will
break loose svervwhere olae, but, with the
ground aquivering beneath his feet, he pro-

teats that hi in

position, at least, ls sufe,

all the neighboring States there is the same
tendency, The publicists, the professors, the
heads of Government say to me: “We have
found stability. There will be no more
change here, Write to that effeet to THe
New York Hgnawp. It would be bad for our
trade and our economic conditions if you
sald otherwise, It would scare away capi-
tal."

I must confine mys=elf at present, how-
ever, to the problem of the Baltle, with its
curious, undiscovered peoples, whose past
is 80 obscure and whose future is wrapped
in such mystery. Experts have, of course,

known of them all along, but it wowd o
incorrect to say that the busy man in Broad-
way was until recently awnre of their ex-
istence, In moments of irritation he lumped
them all, togethegy as “Dutchmen.” Just as
he lumped together the variegated and
gharply differentiated races of southern Eu-
rope as “Dagoes,"” and, if called upon for a
more scientific definition he expressed the
opinion that the Finns were Swedes, the
Lithuanians Poles, the Letts Germans and
the Esthonians God knows what. He was
unaware of the fact that the Lithuanians
are as different from the Poles and the
Letts as different from the Germans as the
English are different from the Italiana. Po-
land he knew, of course, to be Blav, and
about the Germans and Beandinavianas he
had a falrly accurate idea.

Lithuanian Tongue Among
The Oldest Spoken by Man

The Letts and Lithuanians are of Indo-
European stock, but speak different lan-
guages which are both far removed from
the Slav and the German tongues. The Lith-
uanian tongue, which was nearly crushed
out of existence by the combined efforts
of the Poles, the Russinn officlals and the
Lithuanian gentry, and .which was only
resurrected as a literary language during
the last seventeen vears, Is one of the oldest
tongues spoken by men, being mostly akin
to Sanscrit. .

The revival of Lettish, which s also a
very ancient tongue, began at a more re-
mote period, and the language (tself |8 con-
sequently In a stronger position. Pdlish
and Finnish are in the strongest position
of all and there is now no possibllity of
their being destroyed, but all these lan-
guages were threatened with extinetion at
onc time or another by n Succession of
conquerors. The danger of extinction was
always greatest when the civillzation of the
conqueror wins of a higher standard than
that of the subject race. Thus Swedigh
very nearly killed Finnish, just as German
very nearly killed Lettish, while Polish went
nearest of all to accomplishing the com-
plete obliteration of Lithuanian,

The Russian congquest really saved all the
little languages and ‘preserved all these lit-
tle nations; but it deserves no credit for
this any more than the Turk deserves for
having falled to destroy the langange and
the clvilization of the Serbs, Bulgarians,
Rumanians, Greeks, Armenians and the
other anclent peoples who had fallen under
his sway.

Little Races Retain Identity
By Superior Civilization

These little races In northeastern and
southeastern Europe preserved their na-
tional identity because the Hussian and
Turk were less clvilized than the western
races which they conguered. On the other
hand, the Poles and Lithuanians in Prussia
lust In many cases their linguage, religion
and nationality Jjust as under the rule of
highly organized conquerors the Irish lost
their language, though not thelr religlon nor
thelr nationality Had Ireland been con-
quered by Russin or Turkey its clvillzation
would now be at i Jower level than It is, but
the Irish language would be flougishing, 1
must also add that the jealousy shown by
some of the Cmars for German and Swedish
influence prevented the Teutonie and
Swedinh elements from altogether crushing
Lettish and Finnish, though it introduced o
new slement In jhe shape of Russinn,

In BEsthonln one firet comes acrosh the
Beandinavian and Finnish strains The
Esthonlans are, Indeed, a Filnnish tribe and
thelr Innguage & almost the same as Fin-
nish, the frincipal difference between the
two being due to the fact that, while
Fathonin was subject to Ruessian and Ger-
man influence, Finland was subjected for n
long time to an equally powerful Swedish
influence, as is shown by the fact thiat m.ny
of the people In Finland speak SBwoedish and
that Swedish ns well as Finnlsh s spoken
in the Diet at Helsingfors and that Finnish
and Bwedish are officially recognized as the
two nationnl languages of the Finnish He-
puhblie.

Reval was founded by. the Swedes, as
Rign was founded by the Germans, and the
latter clty was ruled at one time by the
Poles und at another time by the Sweded

urfder the Red menace,

Below is a general view of Helsingfors, chief city of Finland, which despite its gayety lives
Map shows how Soviet Russia’endangers the five little republics by its very
proximity. Troops at the left are Finnish White Guards.

These facts show how the tlde of empire
has ebbed and flowed In this part of the
world and prepare us for further changes
dn the future,

In America such a conditlon of imperma-
nence Is difficult to recognize, but here it Is
a fact that has to be faced, and the very
violence with which the heads of the various
Baltic Governments have assured me that
they will fight for their independence to the
last man, and that, come what may, Russia
will never be back agaln among them, gives
one the impression that they dread in their
heart of hearts the return of the Moscovites
or the arrival of German “help,” which, hav-
ing helped, will stay on.

With the exception of Finland the new
States are all wedged In between two mighty
empires, both of them temporarlly crippled,
and they know that the critical moment in
their fortunes will come when these empires
have pulled themselves together again and
begun to look around. They know that if a
reconstituted Russin attacks them England,
France and America can give no assistance,
America I8 out of the gquestion, and the peo-
ples of France and England will not stand
for gny more intervention. Becnuse, in the
first place, their foldiers will fight at present
only in of an attack on themselves,
and in the second place becnuse thelr own
seriouns economic condition forblds any more
such adventures,

To Call In German Assistance
Means to Revive Old Menace

Une resource remams—ito call in the as-
sistance of Germany—and Winston Church.l!
has already hinted at his avalling himself of
that most dangerous expedient. But if Ger-
many s asked to assist Poland, the Baltic
Sgates or Finland against the aggression of
Red Russia, she will insist on bolng allowed
to arm and ralse an army again, and once
armed and with her troops at Warsaw,
Narva, Viborg and pérhaps at Petrograd she
will have all the curds In her hands and ke
in a stronger position than she was before
the great war.

British experiences in Egypt, Austrian
experiences In Bosnia-Hersegovina, and
American experience in the Philippines show
how difficult It s, even with the best inten-
tions in the world, 1o withdraw an army of
oocupation, The Baltle Btutes and the (nnc-
cesaible Polish and Ukrainian lands will be-
come fastnesses wherein Prussia will breed
1 new menace to western Europe, How can
England and France ever send armies into
these remote reglons, especinlly when—and
that day must come somo time—they have
withdrawn thelr troops of occupntion In Ger-
many (teelf, reduced thelr own armies and
set themselves to the task of paying thelr
biile? These complications may not dome for
Arfty yenars, bul what l& ffty years In the
life of n nation? Germany was exactly fAifty
years leading up to this grent war.

And If Russla has in the meantime beoomae
monarchistie or establiahed some republican
mystem things will be no better, for a White
Hussin will tesent the Independence of her
horder Btates still more than Red Russin
doos, and Gormuany will be her willing ally
It nny attack on that Independence. And in
that ense the Western Powers will find it
more difflcule than ever to Intervene, What
could they do agninst a united Germany and
Russin? Occupation of the Rhine provinees
would only dreive Germany further eastward,
make her more |nnecessible and prepare o
Russo-Gerttan amaigam which would con

stitute the most formidable explosive manp
kind ever invented.

And it would be well to remember that
whatever kind of government Russia gets
she will be anti-Ally, The White Russiane
now hate England amd France with as much
intensity as the Reds themselves and would
be more likely to join hands with Germany
than with Germany's congquerors. More-
over, they will be more likely to violate the
Independence of the horder States than
Lenine and Trotzky are,

I have talked during the last two years
to thousands of Russisn Liberals, and I
never met one of them who was willing to
acknowledge the independence of the border
States. Admiral Kolchak had no intentior
of doing so, and if he had’entered Moscow
in triumph, instead of dying misterably in
Siberin, he would have accorded them mno
more than a lmited measure of autonomy,
In September, 1919, I discussed this point
with M. Kilafton, one of the Admliral's prin-
cipal advisers, at Omsk, and that gentle-
man, who belonged to the Kadet party and
vho certainly spoke on this oceasion for the
Supreme Ruler, refected with indignation
the idea of granting Independence to the
Finns, Esthonlans, Letts and githuanlans.
As for Poland, he was willing to concede it
independence, but its frontiers, he sald, must
be drawn by the Russinns and Poles them-
solves, withont any mterference from out-
side—which might very well mean that Po-
land would be restricted to those Polish
lands which have been under Austrian and
German  rule, and that Russian Poland
would revert to Russia.

He did not conceal his convietion that Po-
lnnd could not exist ag an mndependent State
and that she had not got within her the ele-
ment necessary for building up and the
maintenance of a separate nation.

Attributes Poland's Downfall
To Operation of Natural Causes

“8he is a purely artificial production,” he
enld, “and cannot possibly last, A great deal
of poetry has been written and a great deal
of sentiment has been wasted on the subject
of her downfall, but that downfall was due
not to the criminal cupidity of neighboring
empires or to the reckless ambitlon of
despots. but to the operatlion of natural
causes and ta the inevitable development of
historical processes. Frederick the CGreat
ennnot be blamed and Catherine the Great
annot be blamed, for it s o question of
forces and of conditions, not of men, You
might as well blame the president of a great
Ameriean trust or rallway system for the
disappearing of the lttle ipdustriek before
the growth of hix mighty organisation,
Those Indusirles were not sulled for the
changed conditions, and nothing could keep
them allve—=least of all the president, who
could ne more control the advance of his
glant engine than a constitutional king can
control the growth of the peoples he nom-
inally rules,

"The natural cnusges which lead to the dis-
appearance of & natign are economic ns well
a= political, Internal as well as external,
They correspond to the natural causes which
lesd to the death of an animal or a plant,
In the case of Poland the cconomic factors
operate far more powerfully to-day than
they did two hundred yenrs ago, and the
political causea will aperate more powerfully

than ever <fo-morrow, when Germany and
Husgla are again stiong and when, under
the new and trying conditions of modern

&) vwieawoos & v rawons i

statesmanship, Poland will be- handicapped
to a greater extent than ever by that in-
curable defect in her national mentality
which eontributed to her downfall once and
will contribute to it agaln.

“Imperial races have a collectlve mentality
which destines them for empire, The
Romans had it to a supreme degree. The
British have it, the Germans have It, the
Americans have it. The Irish and the Poles
lack it, thongh they have other very high
mental gifts; and to make either of these
peoples independent is to constitute, out of
sentiment, an artificial state which cannot
possibly stand. Before the war Poland got
all her raw material from Rusgia and all
her capital from Germany; yet, filled with
immeasurable pride, she is quite certain to
antagonize both Russin and Germany, with-
cut whom she cannot exist. We divided up
Poland thrice and there is nothing in the
world to prevent us partitioning her a fourth
time."

Theory of the Superstate
Foremost With White Russians

M. Klafton here spoke not only for Kol-
chak but also for Denikin, Wrangel, Yuden-
ich and all the White Russians; and, hold-
ing as they do the same theory of the super-
state as a gigantic engine without a soul,
many of the Bolshevik leaders take the same
views. As regards the Baltic, republics, M.
Klafton was equally merciless,

«“Russia ecannot,” he sald, “give any of
them complete independence any more than
England can give complete independence to
Ireland. We bear no ill will to them, but
nature has unfortunately placed them in our
way to the open sea, Just as she placed Ire-
land in a geographical position which would
make the complete Independence of that
country absolutely fatal to England. If
they were situated on our Chinese frontier
their independence would not matter a straw
to us. Bituated as they are, it would strangle
us, and a nation of 126 millions cannot allow
itself to be strangled thus.

“We are willlng to grant them the fullest
measure of autonomy, but Independence—
never! And even If we did grant them full
Independence they could never retain it, but
would inevitably be swept into the orbit of
Germany, a nation which is, unfortunately,
very far from htiving been finally disposed
of. They are too small to stand alone with
their couple of million Inhabltants each, thelr
mutual Jealousies and their large martiol
and well organized German minorities.

“As for Finland, she also, with her smail
population of Finns and her large Swedish
minority, cannot possibly stand by hersell,
and must inevitably fall Into the orbit of
Sweden, and therefore of Germany, for Swe-
den s pro-German. This would mean that
the Baltic would become a German lake
and that the Berlin Government would be
stronger than it was in 1914, It must be re-
membered, too, that Finland absolutely con-
trols the entrance to Petrograd: her fron-
tier reaches to within some twenty milgs of
the Russian capital,”

I do not subscribe to the above views, for
Finland has as much right to be inie-
pendent as Denmark, whose people are far
closer racially to the Germans than the Finns
are to the Russiane, 1 only give these views
at length In order to place on record the
officinl White Russian attitude,

The ldea of n small and peaceful people

“like the Finns blocking the entrance to Pet-

rograd is absurd., The Finns are not going
to sper? thelr money constructing fleets and
bullding great naval bases In order to men-
ace any of thelr nelghbors. The Govern-
ment at Helsingfors recognizes the neces-
sity for Russia having free access to the
Baltle, and some of the highest officials of
that Government have told me that once
Lenine and Trotzky have been replaced by
sane statesmen Finland will offer Russin
free transit across her territory to the Bal-
tic nnd special facilities for trading with the
outer world through one of her ports,

. -

Anti-Bolshevik Forum
T s not Iznnoml]'_\' known that the

I Knighta of Columbus in their jealousy
of the doctrine of true Americanism
have established a system of meoting and
parrying the attacks on our Government
and soclal systems by forelgners who may
be and who may not be acknowledged Bol-
sheviks., The way thls rebuttal testimony
Is given Is mild but effective, for the K. of
C. realizes that violent agitation Is not ef-
fective, but simply leads th further vio-

tence, Therefore it follows these disturbers
of the pence by peaceful speakers who pre-

sent testimony In rebutnl of thelr argu-
ments,
In the vanguard of the K. of C. forum

squadron are Peter W. Collins, former labor
leader and Government Industrial expert
David W, Goldsteln, ex-Socialist candidate
tor the Boston Mayoralty, and Dr. James J.
Walsh of New York, a well known medical
publicist and eultural authority, BEach year
they dellver from 200 to 300 lectures in
definite arens assigned to them by the K
of C. The lecturers follow np Bolshevio agl-
tators and In thelr audiences they find
many of this sort, who try to heckle them
with questions. The work of this forum
ls, therefore, seon to be constructive.

Occasionally the lecturers of the forum
will engnge in debate with ehamplons from
the Bolshevist ranks. The result, left to the
declsion of the audlence, has never been
agninst tha K. of C. speakers, for the reason
that they deal In common sense.



